r8o                 LECTURES AND ESSAYS

history of their marvellous attainments remains
as an imperishable glory to Islam. Are we to
doubt the word of a man so great and so good ?
Can we suppose that this magnificent genius,
this splendid moral hero, has lied to us about
the most solemn and sacred matters ? The
testimony of Mohammed is clear, that there is
but one God, and that he, Mohammed, is his
Prophet; that if we believe in him we shall
enjoy everlasting felicity, but that if we do not
we shall be damned. This testimony rests on
the most awful of foundations, the revelation of
heaven itself; for was he not visited by the
angel Gabriel, as he fasted and prayed in his
desert cave, and allowed to enter into the
blessed fields of Paradise ? Surely God is God
and Mohammed is the Prophet of God.

What should we answer to this Mussulman ?
First, no doubt, we should be tempted to take
exception against his view of the character of
the Prophet and the uniformly beneficial in-
fluence of Islam: before we could go with him
altogether in these matters it might seem that
we should have to forget many terrible things
of which we have heard or read. But if we
chose to grant him all these assumptions, for
the sake of argument, and because it is difficult
both for the faithful and for infidels to discuss
them fairly and without passion, still we should
have something to say which takes away the